
U.S. History  -   DeNardo 
 

1945-1963:  An Age of Prosperity and Anxiety 
 The two decades following World War II have been romanticized in popular culture as a “Golden 

Age” in America when all was rosy and happy -- the "Happy Days", "Leave It to Beaver" or “Pleasantville” 
era. The USA emerged from World War II as the most powerful and richest nation in the world.  The average 

American enjoyed a standard of living almost unimaginable a few decades before.  However, this was also a 
period of great hidden tension for many Americans.   A fear of communist aggression across the globe 
increasingly loomed and during the 2nd Red Scare some Americans became suspicious that the “red menace” 

would threaten citizens here.  This paradox of prosperity and anxiety makes the 1950’s an interesting period to 
study.  

During the first part of the unit, we will focus on domestic cultural, social and economic trends that 
impacted the lives of average Americans.  We will study the causes and effects of a huge demographic change 
in the nation known as the "Baby Boom", the growth of consumerism and suburbs along with other cultural 

trends of the time.  Then, we will focus on political trends, both at home and abroad, in the post-WWII world.  
We will study the origins and early manifestations of the U.S. competition with the communist world known 

as the "Cold War".  Furthermore, we will see how the fear of communist expansion abroad lead to suspicion 
and paranoia at home. 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: 
In what ways was mid-20th century America (1945-1963) an  

age of both prosperity and anxiety?   
 

What major economic, cultural and political trends illustrated this contradiction? 
 

 

  
Homework #3 DUE Wednesday 2/12   (Module 13, pp. 644-667) 

 

1)Discuss five examples of increasing “standardization” & “conformity” in American life  
   during the 1950’s. 

2) Discuss how cars, television and music changed American society during the 1950’s.  
3) What was the “Beat Movement” and why do you think many young Americans were  
     attracted by the movement? 

4) What was “white flight” and how did it contribute to increasing poverty in “inner city”  
    areas during the 1950’s? 

 
 

Unit Assignments 
Text HW #3: Due Wed. 2/12 

Cold War Presentations, Wednesday 2/26 
Cold War Debates, Monday 3/2 & Tues. 3/3 

Cold War Unit Exam: Friday 3/6 
Unit Assignments Packet Due: Mon. 3/9 

 
 



 
 


